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	Student number                    

	505070

	Course/Unit           
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	Assignment number           

	4

	Type of tutorial
	(video)
	 
	 


Overall Comments tutor
You have responded well to my feedback from my previous report Christine, developing a focused approach to your choice of themes and medium for this assignment. Your work has taken some dynamic leaps forward and shows potential for future creative paths that you could take up at your final level of study on the Creative Arts Degree pathway. Remember to build your critical reflections at all stages of your learning log. I would also like to see you unpick some of the contextual research into artists that you mention in passing in order to develop a deeper line of enquiry. 
Assignment  4 Assessment potential
This is a set text from the OCA Christine, I believe you're at a very good level at this stage of the unit, keep it going!

I understand your aim is to go for the  Creative Arts Degree and that you plan to submit your work for assessment at the end of this course. From the work you have shown in this assignment, providing you commit yourself to the course, I believe you have the potential to pass at assessment.  In order to meet all the assessment criteria, there are certain areas you will need to focus on, which I will outline in my feedback.
Feedback on assignment student
Demonstration of technical and Visual Skills, Quality of Outcome, Demonstration of Creativity

I was glad that the tutor appreciated the focus of this unit- for me it did achieve a very satisfying circularity in terms of theme. 
Patchwork images:

Experimentation with different mediums- in this case cloth- which arose out of the collaborative project I did earlier, and there was once again a bit of serendipity, using old cloth, but yet the choice of cloth did seem right for this work, and was considered an interesting move, with the dynamism of the old cloth.  We had some discussion about the need to resolve the means of presenting the cloth work- something which I had reflected on at some length in my blog, but had not come to any clear answer- except that last week at the RA exhibition, I saw a cloth piece, stitched mounted on a stretcher- which of course states that this is a piece to be looked at – which looked good, but maybe just because it made it cohesive with the rest of the exhibition, which was virtually all works on surfaces hung on walls, so it was the expectation. Still need to resolve the conceptual issues. The relationship between the intention, the material, the image should all be cohesive. These are early stages- concern to be aware of, that this could be critically unpicked unless I address these issues. The work is quite conceptual, although it involves actual physical making.
Book of sleep of dreaming- a more successful piece because the purpose is better resolved- tactile nature is intrinsic to the piece, related to the theme. A piece that bends the rules, because it is both a book and a pillow- a prop even in an installation. Multimedia mixture here- photography etc- still have to pin down certain things- still a very personal piece, but could open up in other ways. Could continue with particular materials in future, explore more. Could become bigger, become a bigger object. This one seen as a dynamic creative step. Practical problems of connecting it together, as it has now gone beyond stitching (suggestion: perhaps treat as leather).
All good at level 2, tutor looking at this as starting point for Level 3. Can think more about where to take the thread work too- this kind of mixed media work is well geared to level 3, Creative Arts pathway. Good to have an ambitious sense of how things could be continued, presented, though not to put them into action at this stage. Move beyond the very personal work to the more objective- or give way for audience to access it. Use plenty detail to give a way in, a way to read the work. 
Consider the role of teleological ideas in the work- for art and even scientific thinking. 
Annette Messager could be inspiring.

Consider Boltanski in relation to Xu Bing.
I need to build my own habit of critically evaluating my work- add paragraphs, just a case of writing down what I think but tend to forget to write… Also need to show more unpacking of contextual research- add in images with a response, no need to write too much. I have gone back and done some of this. 
Project 6: feels a bit tacked on- but I need to use it to show how Xu Bing’s work has impacted on me, a synthesis, not a lot of exercises. (I was concerned about the idea that I haven’t been influenced thus far, whereas I have been, as everything I have done in the module has been inspired in one way or another by the work “5 Series of Repetitions.”) Use it to show how research and work is connected- practice for Level 3.
Sketchbooks student
Demonstration of technical and Visual Skills, Demonstration of Creativity
This is still a bit of an issue perhaps. I’m not very hands-on with my sketching- that sounds like a weird thing to say, but I tend to visualise (usually in bed) and think in words, then get up and try to make, then work with the mistakes. Prints have such different textures to drawings or paintings, so I think they are hard to sketch, particularly at this stage where my mastery of the techniques is still uncertain, so the relationship between the intention and the outcome can be very stretched. I’m also wary of sketched setting up outcomes that can’t be adequately achieved in the printing medium, and that’s recipe for frustration. This may be a block on my part. 
I have developed a habit of using my iPad for using “found” images, drawings etc, and using the layering potential of that as an aid to thought. I like this because it allows for my very verbal way of thinking too. I tried uploading these using Youtube- Vimeo might be preferred, and I could open a new tab for those on the blog, a multi-media sketchbook.
Learning Logs or Blogs/Research tutor
Context, reflective thinking, critical thinking, analysis  

· You make very interesting critical reflections continue to build on this at all stages of your creative outcomes.

· Develop your contextual research based on the initial lines of enquiry and suggestions that I mention below.

· I would like to read some of your further thoughts on post-structuralist theory and how this might effect your use of text within your work and if you could write down any key texts that you use that would be very helpful.
Suggested reading/viewing tutor
Context
I mentioned the following artists and books that may be of interest:

· Expand on your research of Christian Boltansaki, Ian Hamilton Finlay

· Annette Messenger 'My Vows' http://theculturetrip.com/europe/france/articles/annette-messager-fragmented-bodies-divided-identities/
· Recent creative arts student Samuelle Bastiano http://514592.tumblr.com/
· John Gray 'Straw Dogs' 
Parallel Project tutor
· Your essay is a confident examining of Xu Bing and his contemporaries within Chinese and Western contemporary art

· Please make sure that you use the Harvard referencing system for all the references you make in your essay.

· I feel that the essay is slightly too long, although it doesn't have to be exactly 2'000 words I felt that trimming it by a couple of hundred might tighten it up.

· I would suggest that some of your paragraph that begins “Later, in New York, Xu Bing and Ai Wei Wei took a satirical swipe at the intellectualised world of art criticism...” could be trimmed down or even added to footnotes, because the paragraph feels a bit bloated in relation to your introductory questions.

· Your concluding paragraphs are very interesting and I like the way they finish your essay, keep these.

· You might want to also consider inserting a thought in your conclusion that considers how this research or an aspect has influenced your print work.
Pointers for the next assignment tutor
· Progress with your lines of enquiry as you have been throughout this unit.

· Consider the materials that you're printing on and potential meaning contained within them.

· Collate videos of sketchbooks on youtube into one tab on learning log, plus any sketches, idea development that you would like to add.

· Develop your artistic research and opinions
	Tutor name
	 Doug Burton

	Date
	27/07/16

	Next assignment due
	 28/09/16 but please advise Christine based on your time management heading towards your work in Hong Kong


